' mission field in Talladega

ghi's wish is to be a firaman



A mission field in Talladega

Ministering to thousands while at the race

STORY & PHOTOS BY RAMDY GARRISOM

ar moast, Talladegn
brings to mind cars
ureund &
Ty

miles per hour, lots of beer

going
track af owver
drinking and mayhe cven
a few other unsavory ac-
pvities, Butl to others. the
appartanity o share Jesus
with race fons is what first
comes W mind

Alabama Raceway Min-
isiries, sponsered by the
Southern Bapiist Associa-
wign, will set up eight dif-
ferent compsites at each
Talladegs Super Specdway
i May and October, The
mizsion is to serve the fons
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and workers and well people
about Jesus.

The Maorgan Bapiist As-
SOCLALI SPOIARs 4 Sroup
from Morth Alabama. This
wroup 15 assigned to the -
field at the speedway. Three
asseclations make up ong
campsite, and the infield
site inclodes Morgan, Mad-
ison and Frankhin counties.
Approximately 34
bers ol the Margan group

menm-
w different races, in-
glyding Mike and Yirginia
dlexander, whe have been
waorking with this garoup for
mrre than 12 years.,

WVirginia got started with

Racoway Mimstrics while
serving with Baptist Siu-
dent Ministries ot Calhoun

Community College. The
group was looking for o
spring  missiaon  trip and

beeame involved with the
g ministry, Some of the
students who were involved
then now have families of
their own and are sull in-
valved with this ministry
Virginia serves as church
and Ccompunity ministrics
dirggtor  tor the Morgan
Bagptist amd
Mike is the associate direc-

Lisr

Assiocialion,

When they go to Tal-

ladega ench

thers are more than 2500000

iwice VEIr,
peaple on race weekends
morg people than in some
citgs,

The gronp arrives on Fri-
day and sets up the comp-
sitg, Cirowp members hegin
their waork by handing out
packets 1¢ the campers and
warkers, which have free-
hies inside. including soop
amd

offer free Mrewood to those

shampoo. They alse
spending the wegkend in
the infield, They band out
race guides provided by
MNASCAR w the fans, The

group also cooks ot the site



for their workers

The group will minister
to thousands aver the three-
day weekend,

The Roceway Minisiry
group alse holds activitics
during  the weekend for
children and adulis attend-
ing the races, like a pine-
wigod derby roce. corn hole
tourmament and cr il.:“ 5,

WVirginia said her group
witmgsses 1o the fans and
workers: when they come
ta the
sharing the gospel as of-
the
dr I'|4.'|- T“'L'I.'I.'I.' |)I.'l:l|.1|\'.' WwWore
saved im 2005 during the
tarp weekends
saved o1 the children's ac-
tivities, and ong was saved
al the corn hole towrnament,
The groups work regardless
of the weather, be 1 rain,

tents ar activities,

Len s appoTiunity

Three were

sumn, cald or heat

The group holds a wor-
ship service Sunday for the
race fans, as well, A couple
from Lowisiano will bring
the message ot the spring
race, The service includes
prayer, music, drama, the
messtge and o benediction,

Wirginia offered a few
enamples of haw this min-
tstry has shared the gospel
with those attending the
Far
was o group ofmilitary race

race, mstance, there
fams along with a chaplamn
camping Their
firewood had gotien wet,
and they did not have dry
waod, The Roceway group
unloaded dry wood at dhe
and lefi a brochore.

in & Lent

Lot
The chaplain Iater sent o
letter thanking the mnis-
try growp for the wood. He
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explained in the fetter that
lie had been witnessing o
his group, telling them God
would provide lor
When Raceway provided
the dry wood, they all knew
Gaod had provided for them
0 a hig vy,

Another slary
included a race fan family
that was camping on the
infield that came o o corn
hale

|.|II.' m,

SULCCCas

Irurmament il.lllJ wWan
first place. The couple was
invited ta the worship ser-
vige, but only one person
cameg. Al the next roce six
mranths |u|1.':r. e citire
family came to the wor-
ship service and alsg par-
ticipated in other activities
sponsared hy the mimistry
By the third race weekend.
they were helping out and
even brought sther camping
fmends. The family has now
joingd Raceway Mimistries
and even stays with e
Shocce

Baptist Lodge duning race

ministry group

weekends. They are Taith-
ful m church atendance a
their home, as well. “We
water the seeds the Haoly
Spirit plants.” Virginia said.

Another suocess stary in-
volved o elald with special
needs wha saw the rophies
for the winners and wanted
one. A camping neighbor
tald the child he vould win
a trephy for him. As the
wound  dewn
[CONITES four teams, the man
who promised the child a

trophy challenged the other

tgurnamsnt

teams to give the child tle
trophy il The
competition heated up, and
the fArst ploce winmer wos

thewy won

ABCVE: Raceway Ministries volunteers hand out rmoe nformation, and
lead msic during the worship senica



¢ the chald
The child's family

5 attgnds the v ¥ fimd

at the infield of Talladega

an race
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